
Mountainside Lodge 
Estes Park, Colorado 
June 22, 1985 

We arc having quite a time trying to decide wnich Lenhert Reunion this is 
so we are going to le~ve that blank, at least for now. 

This is Lucy. We arrived in Estes Park two days ago to make some preparations 
for the rcunimn as well as some relaxing vacation time. Dave and Martha 
arrived tnis afternoon and ,EJUt up the traditional signs, including the "Lenurt" 
one. As we w~ited for the lodge to get cleaned, we watched tho kite flying 
sKills of the Eshelmans. We were able to get into the lodge about 4 o'clock. 
At that time we collected all the food supplies in cold storage two places 
and dug inl 

Mart.ha L. s~e~King : ~oLorQdo is a long ways from Ashland Ohio. I left 
Wednesday afternoon and drove fo ur and a half hours and was tired so got a 
motel for t he night. I hau not taken a map along and later realized I nad 
not 60ne far enough for I had a big day to get to ~t. Joe. There was so 
.much construction along t ri o way wnich made ciriving more tiring. That was 
part of my proble~ t t e f i rst afternoon for we had a lon~ stretch where we 
could only go 5 to 15 miles per houro I had a restful nignt witn Aunt ':i orina 
and we went on down to l'1yrons t nc next morning. uc again forgot Ula!JS and 
aid some extra drivin~ and s a w parts of Kansas we didn't need to seeo ~e 

came on to the park wit h ~yrons on Saturday anci had a similar problem which 
I will not ~~IJ~~ describe. It wasn't serious but it made it later for 
us to arrive but we made it in time for dinner and aftorall that is what 
is or was im~ortant. 

The weatner is perfect and we nave all survived t h e first night. Most 
have said they slept so-so. The visiting was lively last night and is getting 
off to a good start this morning. we have only two little ones around this 
year and tney are pretty s p ecial especially to tno grandmas. 

Hail.lo. Jesse here. This ~oo~e has b een improved q u Lte a lot since we 
(our family) wer e here last time. That was six ;;ears a~o. There is a real 
attractive carpet on the floor in ihe l~vin6 room, dining room anri the area 
between. It adds col.orl{ and comfort as well as warmth to the area. The 
bathrooms have new ~orcelain fittings &na furnishings and tho oeds s eem to 
be i~proved. The e a tiro lori5 e s eems so clean. I be lieve tho masonry has 
been cleaned and given a co a t of s aler. Any~. y it is rt.ore pleasant and 
comfortable than I remember it to have been 1n tho ~ast. 

The E"·oup here has a really fi ne mood of conc;eniality and pleasantness. 
We (Fe r n, Sue, ann I) ar l' ivcci at Denver about 1 2 :~0 p .m • .r·riday. Kurt 

arrived Denver about 4~ ruinutes laier. The four of us s~ent t h e afternoon 
lc ~~ing up a p lace to stay in De nver and s r.cpping and sight-seeing . We found 
a place called 19th ~lace about tnr~ o o~ four blocks from the State Capi~oL 
where we rented two rooms. It was one of these 'bed and breakfast' places. 
It was very adequ~ te and we a~ . rcciated becoming acquainted with that t y pe of 
a way from h ome accommodation. 

Last evening after our meal hart,y, Kurt, Kun, Lamar, a.c..d I walked up U:: 
the top of the .cUloll jus~ besine the lon,_, c. It was quite a challenge as ·;; e 
are not accu~omca to tne altitude as yeJ. ~cc ; 0u l a ter. 

Martha L. again. 'he have quite a time gc.tting anyone to write. They 
all want to road it however. •~e had our chur·ch service this morning with 
Jess in charge and Daryl as t ;1e "preacner". '.rhe singing wont well and 
sounded good. It seemed to be appreciated by everyone that was there. 
This afternoon the group picture is to be taken. I don't think anyone is 
excited about it, but they all want a picture so ••• The new members seem 
to ~e fitting into the family wello LaMar is playing checkers with Uncle 
Ben and you can about guess W30 is playing chess. 

We have enjoy ea the wedciing p ictures of ~stner and Barb and Uncle 
~en's anniversary pic~urcs 



This is Al. 17 minutes to ~icture t ime. I've just showered after a fun 
but dusty volley-bal.l game. It was ~retty evenly matched. It's been an i n ter
esting day~-warm and dry Aunt Norma was t h e first one up this am and the two 
of us enjoyed a crief stroll. ~idn(t see any deer, but later saw lots of dears~ 
It's a real delight to have more here t han we had orig inally eapected: 
Brubakers, Sam, Lucy, Winnie, a n o Phil; Engle, .John and ltuth; Eshelman, Dave.: 
and Marty; Heise, Al, Maxine, Carol (with Daryl, Lois and Vaughn Climcnhag&); 
Jess, torn. Sue, Kath, Keith, Susan and Laura ; Martha, Myron and Mary Lady; 
Norma Lcnhort, Sam L., bcn and Glady s L.; Ken and Violet Malone; Janice 
wtaires; La Mar and Bar b Witmer. BacK frorr. the photo DDdeal. f4e went to a dif
ferent location this time, up on a knoll north of t n e lodge with mountains 
in tho backgroung. !ne re union isn't as much fun for Sam L. as usual. He 
had some reconstructive s urgery on hie feet in early June, then develope~ a 
phlebitis, and it was uncertain wh ether he would be able to come until he 
was dismassed from the h osp ital Sat. a.m. vonsequently he is a bit disabledj 
Vaughn (3 next week) a n d Laura (almost two ) arc t h e o nl y little ones h ereo 

The coffee i s s ending a f r at;r an t a roma t n r ou6hout tile lodge--dinno.r is almost. 
ready . Wish you could all join i.;.s. Just now t 1,er e i s a lo t of disc ussion a s 
we attemppt to r ec onstruc t tlic times a nd ~ocations of our reunions. 

Barb .•• Lamar and I left Monciay 11.or nin g fr o1;1 Lancaster and s toppe d to 
vis it fr iends on the way ( El khart, Chi cago a nd Minnea p olis ). We also 
camped two ni~r.ts in my p <. ren ts• 6 - man tent (we had p lenty of rooml) 
Lamar is enjoying mee~ing so rue p eople for t he fir s t time and renewing 
acquaa•tanco with others. He a nd Daryl Cli~enhaga and Ken Malone are the 
new in-lawe and wil l. be initiated on Jv1 onday n i g ht. We e> ro looking forward 
to &ha t (or maybe I sho~uld s p e a k for myself). 

Lamar graduated from Eastern Me nnonite Semina ry in M~. This fall 
we will be at Penn State for one semester to take a few classes. Ea rly 
next year we expect to be a g ood bit closer to y ou than we now are-
Northeast Kenya . We wil l be l ea rning Somali and g etting acclimat e d in 
expectation of going to Somal ia l a ter in the year. (We will be visiting 
with Barbara Thuma next week to hear about he r time in Somal ia). 

The volleyball game was alot of f uno We're not rea dy for the Olympics 
yet--more like a comedy s h ow! We r a i s ed a ~ot of dust. Kurt and Lamar 
are going up the hill with t he i r cameras, s o 1'11 st~p t yping to jo i n 

t h em.Gladys writing : 7: 50 Sun. evening. It is rath er qaict just now, 
since many went to p lay tennis etc. The ever present c hess game is in 
progress and t ho scrabble game i s boing on in t ile di n ing room, others are 
visiting. Don't know if any on e mentioned that t h e r e is 32 of ue here count
ing the two wee ones. And they count a lot t•o. The weather is ideal, it 
clouded over just after dinner this noop, with a few drops, but then quit, 
and was nice for our p ict ures, excep t the wind came up in gusts a t times, 
and we all had the wind blown look. Ken & Violet, Ben & I are sleep ing 
in the down stair~s bedrooms, ano we enjoy our own bathroom, but is makes 
for a lot of stairs climbing . Be n is g oing t nc back ·way t hrough the dining 
room so he can use the rails and is doing nicely . 

Janis, Eilene's oldest i s t h e only one of the family that came along 
with us. She drove half the t ime, wnich made it very ~leasant. Ther e are 
only three teen a gers here, t he smallest group yet, so it is much quieter 
than usua l. We don't know j ust y et what we will be aoin g af t er leaving 
here wanted to be gone for two wee ks i f poss ible. We le ft our home We d. 
A.. M. 'the 1 9 th for Santa Paul a f o r Janis's hig hschool graduation. Most of 
h er class wen t to Disneyland f or ~he night, and we left t h e ne•t A. a. 



3. 
with Janis sleeping much of ~he day, while I drove. I didn't mind, as for 
some reason I relax while driving on a trip , and don't have to contend with 
so much city traffic. We devia.ed the driving time evenjJi/~ly, (sorry) tho 
rest of tho trip, arriving at the Y at 3.30. The group that h i ked up tho 
hill just returned, looking very satisfied with themselves. We plan to have 
the new member initiation tomorrow evening. I hear the t hree arc a bit 
worried. How worried, I don't know. Will add more later. 

David E:John Engle, president of the clan, appointed a committee to consider (again) 
options regarding another reunion. Guess what? Yup. Can't deny the option. 00 

so the recommendations are to: 1. have another reunion in 3 years, and 2 . to 
have a nominating committee seek out nominees for the committee to facilitate 
such an event. Hard to kill a good ideal That will be presented to the clan 
at the Tuesday evening business meeting. See what they dol with it. 

The pans for Monday include a "day in the par.t.. 11 Several plan a "hard 
hike" while others might be content to just stay at the picnic area. The hard 
hike list includes KBbhH., (Sue is heavy with child~ and will not join the 
group), John E., Ruth Anna E., David E., Martha E., Lamar w. , and perhaps 
Sam B., Phil B. ~c ' ll sec . ~crha~s it would be a good i dea to just loaf 
around f or once! .but the uri:sc t o "e;ct to t..hc peak" is ilard to repress (for 
some of us). 

Though the size of the b rou~ i s smaller this year than at the last 
reunion, t he spiri t is good. As you know , there is a high level of congeniality 
in the group , and there is a s_pirit of sharing t nat is gratifying. Anyhow, 
I wish more of the clan could be •ith us to ga in .from the experiences. 

Sorry about the poor typ i ng ••• ! am used to the "computer word p roces sor" 
on which arrcctions are easy •••• 

The weather has been its very best, as Colorado usually gives us . And 
those of us from the pl a ins a rc enjoying the cool evenings (at least ~<artha 
and I). Our two sons, Cecil anri Curtis, could not join us this time as their 
summer jobs conflict with t h is sche~ulo of tho reunion. Cecil is working with 
a a church construction p rojec t which assists the elderly a nd those in p overty. 
Curtis is working with the utility in Little Rock ,Ark (engineering). They 

f:ltf l~g~ t~iYe~3g}~n~et~~t~oM3r o f being htc o~8~~.1~retne·first generation 
f• that is able to attend the camp this year . My Fambly and our first grand child 

came together in our t wo door Phymouth .We had a pleasant trip. The Cla n had 
~ icnic, which w~s r a inc a. out after we had our lunch. Part of tho clan went 
on a hike, Those Lhat • ent o n a short hike came back to the par k for the 
lunch. We e xpect to cat out f or Lhe meal toftti evening. 

this is John ~ En 0 lc, oifical prsiedent, and I can't t ype very well 
without my computer either. We arc delighted to have gotte~to the Reunion 
oven if it was at the l ast minute. As it turned ou t , Sam and Lucy, and Al 
and many others ha ve pitched in to uo tpe or5anizat ional things . Today was 
lovely with a "difficult" heKe with 11 of us. l~ish you could come come along 
with Myron, i·1ary, Martha , and me to a.is cuss "Lenhcrt Farm Business" at a 
restaurant oowntown. I thin~ you are up to date on our fallii~y's happenings 
s o I will leave space for other good family members t·o report on the Heunton.. 

Al--Many of us are about ready to leave for o ur evening meal away. 
Our host and hostess , Haward and @enevieve Duven , a lovely couple from 
8pokane, recommended the Sundeck Hestaurant--an unpretentious a ppearing 
spot on tho left as we go down to ~stes Park. · Our 6 have a reservation there 
in about 20 minutes (6: 30~ Ne a rc all nursing various degrees of fatigue 
after last eve's volley ball, todays hike, etc. Aunt Norma at 76 displays 
an amazing amount of vigo~, outdoing a lot of the younger ones. 

David: Well, we did the hike. All (circa) 10 miles of it. But, to be 
sure, s ome went beyond the "objec t" wnich was a lake ••• and went up to a higher 
sno~ bank to~ide down (with t he aid of gar~age bags). What a wild ride. 
The seven who went "the whole way" were Keith, David, Martha, Kurt, Lamar, 
Phil and Winnie; thos e who departed from the lake (did not slide on the snow 
bank) were John, Ruth Anna, Barb, Daryl C. · And a new word was coined for 

bumping down the snow bank ••• "boingy, boingey, boingie. 11 Ask David and Keith. 



'+-. 
The big credit for a good day hike goes to Keith; the awards ~r stamin~ 

go to Phil and Winnie who kept up with the more experienced ••• but also to us 
''old timers" (going on 50, you know) who should know that it ia time to slo w 
down (but dodt). 

Tonight Ytas "eat out" night ••• so Martha and I took Ken and Violet down 
the hill to eat. And a good day comes to an end with initiation ot the new 
inlaws (or autlaws, whichever they be called). More later •••• 

~S_!!::. Martha L. now •••• This is the last full day of the reunion. Several of 
the family are leaving or have left today. Winnie will soon be on ber way 
to Florida for hli.r sammer projecl but someone will have to describe that 
for you for I don't know all the details. Kurt also leave• today. Sam and 
Lucy took them to the airport so they will be gone much of today. 

The three new members of tho family wer~ good sports last evening. Ken 
was excused from the laat paat when Daryl and LaMar had to aay "chubby bunny" 
with marshmellows in their mouth. Their wives stood behind them feeding team 
one at a time and each time they had to make their little statement. LaMar 
had a system and would carefully deposit each one in hie cheek and he soon 
looked like a chipmunk. Daryl was bending over in laughter and gave up. Tho _ _...
first part they had a list of questions about the Lenhert family they had to 
find the answers for. Th ere was a place for li..5 names and they had to have 
all these names as sourceso It was a learning experience for everyone and 
of course t here were differences of opinions in some cases. 

Sam L. is doing wello He seems to be getting along better now with his 
walking than he was before. He states he is also feeling bettor. He has had 
to make a few trips to the nospital since he has boon here for blood tests. 
We are all glad ho was able to attend the reunion. 

Gladys: It's very quiet hero ' now, but of courso the chess game is in 
progress with Jo¥n & Darrel sparing. A group went hiking, and a car went 
shopping in Estes Park, with our Janis driving our car. Needloss she recei
ved a few instructions before loavingl Curt Heise will soon be on his way 
to Daytona, and Winnie this afternoon. · That always takes a little out of the 
reunion when people leave early, but duty · calls. The rest of us will be 
leaving in the monning. We have to vacat~ by 10 A.M. This is the first time 
I haven't been ready to go homo. I guess because we have been hero !or a 
shorter time. Of course we plan to do a little sight seeing before thehome
stretch, perhaps to Yellowstone, but haven't really decided yet. Tonight 
will be our business meeting, and Sam B. says it will be short. (a few chuckles 
were heard after that remark) We are getting bette~t We enjoyed the chubby 
bunny bit so much last night. When I asked Ben how many marshmallows he tho't 
he could put in his mout.9;,.,h~ said he would take out his leath, meaning he ~ 
would have more room. ~did some mouth stretching exercises before, 
which was fun to watch. He and Daryl are such good additions to the family. 
Ken f•ts in so beautifully too. Ho seems to really be o~joying himself, and 
remarked he was glad he came. The tempo is picking up now as the hickers 
are back, it's way too soon for the shoppers. ~ood sme~a are beginning to 
come from the kitchen. I wasn't hungry before. 

Ii is now 7:40 P.M., and the business meeting !&'over, and to my sur
prise, Sam was right, it was brief--It didn't seem to be a real Lenhert 
meeting. Guess we are getting mellow or something. David has boon designated 
aa the now president, Myron, vice-president, and A. Norma secr etary for tho 
{ollowing three years, and oh yes, it was vot~d unanimously to have another 
in •88. John Engle was elected as tho official Historian. We enjoyed a 
very impressive communion at t he close, with sliced broad, and tho common 
cup, but with lemonade. David gave a very good "acceptance speaoh11 :Qust 
before the communion. Keith and Sue Heise are leaving shortly, which makes 
!jive less. I feel like the reunion is over too quickly, I guess it is be
cause it is one day less. We plan to go to Yellowstone Park since Jnis 
has never been there. 
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o: 5 3 a. w. ~eanesaay . Jcs~ c here . Myrons just left with Aunt Norma ana Ma rtha. 
Most of the 6roup h&ve got wcn u~ and &re ~ackin~ , eating breakfast, and pre
i.;aring to lea ve. I t i s c n i lly ! Just a few minutes a go we looked out a nd saw 
snow fal l ing! I Howard, the mana0 cr of Mo unta inside, said h e did n o t think it 
was com~on for it to snow here in J~nc. We a re packe d , and ~lan to leave in 
aoout an hour. Sam Lennert, Sue rlc isc, Fe.en and myself plan to fly from Den
ver by P iedmont leaving ~ t 1~:15 . Als will be on t h e same ~lane. To fly non
sto~ t o Dai ton takes a bou t 2~ n~~rs. 

It has b een a good reunion. It seems tnat all who a ttended feel good a
b out tneir h&vin~ been h e r e. No:m t a i nsiac Lodge offers so many advanta~es
c.J.imate, 1:1. lo ca tiun .. uicn lir'.L. .., ·~·s C:>. wiac variety of activ ities, and central 
loca tion all nel~ to ma ke it a nearlj ideal lo~ation for an occasion suc h as 
our family re union. The membe r s o f tnc f amiiy wno we r e not able to b e with 
us we r e mcn"t ioncd often a.no witn W;;.rmt l'i ana a.ti.t-l't:c i a tion. 

j:50 &.M. Maxine hereo J\ftcr our brief snow early this morning, t he 
sun is now shining (off and on)o Our carload will be leaving for Denver in 
about 4 0 minutes to get our fligh t to Dayton. This has been another great 
reunion -- with ~ood fellowship ana sharing . The p ictures have just arrived; 
the group p i c ture is ve r y 60od 9 as a rc the inaividual ones. The Lord is so 
good. #c t hanK Him for th~ Lennert Family and f or this reunionl 

8:45 A. M. This i s Sam B. Thin~s a re mucn quieter now, and the dust is 
beginning to settle . Luc y , ~hil, &nd I will leave about 9 :30 , and take Violet 
and Ken with us. ~e plan to take 5~ nour s to drive across trail ridge road, 
s i gntseeing tne n i gh country , then on to Denver t o get t h em to the planeby 
about 3 PM. Our drive back east will be core relaxed anci wit h much less 
stuff. winnie is by now (we p resume), a t boo t cawp in Florida training for 
her time in the Phil i~~ines tni6 summer. This has indeed been a mountaintop 
experience, ana we leave here with renewed vigor fo r the weeks ahead. 

Without a doubt, the t hree n ew inlaws are dclibhtfuladditions t o the 
family. Besides their fuany 0~1.er 6ifts and t a lents, Lamar and Dary l a rc very 
good pingpong pl ayers - I t nink that they · ui a not meet in the tournament, 
but that woul ci be a good match . ~aryl emerged the champion of the tournament. 

9:45 AM Someone always needs to have the last word, maybe it will be 
mel Love, John .. 

July 1 in Arcanum. I decided it wo uld be good to r ead over this letter 
and make a few additions that a rc i mportant enough to be included. 

There arc 33 of us r a t her than t he 32 mentioned on page 2. I paid 
s pecial attention to that when figur ing t he amount of f ood needed, whether 
I needed to buy more cups, etc. Talking about f ood , t rio fo od that Aunt Gladys 
smelled (P. 4) was the broccoli-cheese soup that Maxine made for lunch Tues. 
Everyone had a hand in the food - I really 6hould say meals! We tried to keep 
them simple. Maxine and Fern were great help in planning. As with anything, 
a lot is learned the first time. That doesn't mea n I am planning on a 2nd • time! 

There were several comments about t h e initiation. Winnie was pu t in charge 
of that and enlisted nelp from several s ources. There were 3 parts to it: 
Knowledge (questionare), eleansin~ (faking breaking an egg on t heir heads for 
an egg shampoo. There was an interesting mix of facial exptessions a s the 
"egg" ran down. Winnie had Uncle Ken and since his hair was sparce on top, 
the sensation she wanted didn 't work. Janis and Marty did tho oth ers.), third 
was Elocution and that is where t he marshmallowa and "chubby Bunny" came in. 
Most of us lau~hcd so hard it hurt! Lamar re ac hed the 5 t h level of elocution 
and Daryl 4th (that many marshmallows!) We ate most of thereat of the marsh. 
Tues. eve. when we haci a fire in the fire pl ace - the first since 6 yrs. ago. 

A few times on Tues. eve auring the business meeting (or was it Mon.eve. 
during initiation?) the discussion ~ot lively and it was explained to the 

initia tes that that is t he Gish showing. Nobody mentioned th at the movie of 
p revious reunions was shown Sun. eve. ~hat allowed help on s ome of the 20 
questions, as well as O.[.>portunity to see a nd recall those who have gone on or 
were not able to attend tnis reunion It was d t b t th d 
we•re c ounting on at least 50 in l~d8 11 goo 0 0 og e er, an 


